
575 Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / May 3 

for his strong support in this war against ex-
tremists and terrorists. 

So I’m glad you’re here. 
President Salih. Thank you very much, 

Mr. President, for the good reception and 
hospitality and also for the excellent and 
fruitful talks that we had. I’m very pleased 
for the limitless support by President Bush 
and the United States for Yemen in the field 
of combating terror. Yemen is an essential 
partner with the United States of America 
and the international community in com-
bating terror. We will continue in this path, 
on this track. 

We had the chance to discuss a number 
of issues with Mr. President, including a 
number of issues in the Middle East region, 
the Palestinian-Israeli problem and the situa-
tion in Somalia, the situation in Iraq, Leb-
anon, Afghanistan. We found a complete un-
derstanding on the issues that we have dis-
cussed with Mr. President Bush. We also dis-
cussed the bilateral relations between Yemen 
and the United States. 

I would like, on this occasion, to highly 
express my gratification and my appreciation 
for the brave position taken by President 
Bush since the first moment he took power 
in this country, since he expressed his belief 
in the establishment of an independent Pal-
estinian state, side by side with the State of 
Israel. And I wish that His Excellency would 
pursue his effort and will continue his efforts 
in implementing the Arab initiative, which 
was adopted in the summit of Beirut, to 
maintain peace in the region. I am sure that 
adopting such initiative would end 70 per-
cent of the problems in the region. 

Of course, you will be in history if you can 
be successful in establishing the independent 
Palestinian state before leaving the White 
House. 

Shukran. 
President Bush. Shukran. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President Salih 
spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 
May 2, 2007 

I thank the leaders from Congress for 
coming down to discuss the Iraq funding 
issue. Yesterday was a day that highlighted 
differences. Today is a day where we can 
work together to find common ground. I will 
inform the Speaker and the leader of our se-
rious intent, and to that end, I am going to 
name our Chief of Staff, Josh Bolten, along 
with Steve Hadley and Rob Portman to work 
with members of both parties to fund our 
troops. 

I think it’s very important we do this as 
quickly as we possibly can. I’m confident that 
we can reach agreement. I know that it’s 
going to require good will, but we all care 
deeply about our country and care about this 
issue. And so I want to thank the Members 
for coming down again. I’m looking forward 
to our discussions. I’m looking forward to 
what will be constructive set of discussions 
and negotiations. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Remarks on the National Day of 
Prayer 
May 3, 2007 

Good morning, and welcome to the White 
House. I’m honored to join you for this Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I’m sorry Laura is not 
here. She is camping in one of our national 
parks. [Laughter] I appreciate the chair-
man—chairwoman of the National Day of 
Prayer Task Force, Shirley Dobson. Thank 
you for your leadership on this important 
day. And I see you brought your husband, 
Jim. 

The 2007 honorary chairman is with us, 
and that’s Chuck Swindoll. Thank you, 
Chuck, for being here, and I’m glad you 
brought Cynthia as well. Welcome. I appre-
ciate the members of the Cabinet who have 
joined. I appreciate the Members of the Con-
gress. Thank you all for being here. 

And the mayor—Mr. Mayor, thank you, 
sir. It’s good to see you. Thanks for joining 
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us. It means a lot that you’re here. I appre-
ciate Mayor Ron Rordam, Blacksburg, Vir-
ginia. Mr. Mayor, we’re honored you’re here. 
Thanks for bringing Mary. 

Members of the United States military 
have joined us. Thanks for wearing the uni-
form. I appreciate those who are partici-
pating. Rabbi, thank you for your really kind 
remarks and strong statement. I am glad that 
one of my fellow Texans has made it. Mike, 
thanks for coming from Prestonwood Baptist 
Church, Dallas, Texas. And you married a 
woman named Laura. [Laughter] Chaplain 
Houston Yu, Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets, 
proud to have you here. Bishop Coles, thank 
you for bringing Leona. Proud you all are 
here too. Thanks for joining us. 

Appreciate the United States Army Cho-
rus. By the way, Sergeant First Class Alvy 
Powell, friend of Presidents 41, 42, and 43. 
[Laughter] The man has got some longevity. 
[Laughter] 

As Shirley mentioned, since the days of 
our founding, our Nation has been called to 
prayer. That’s exactly what our first President 
did, George Washington. ‘‘It’s the duty of all 
nations to acknowledge the providence of Al-
mighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful 
for his benefits, and to humbly implore his 
protection and favor.’’ It’s interesting that the 
first President said those words. 

For two centuries, Americans have an-
swered this call to prayer. We’re a prayerful 
nation. I believe that makes us a strong na-
tion. Each day, millions of our citizens ap-
proach our Maker. We pray as congregations 
in churches and in synagogues and mosques 
and in temples. We welcome people of all 
faiths into the United States of America. 

We pray as families, around the dinner 
table and before we go to sleep. We pray 
alone in silence and solitude, withdrawing 
from the world to focus on the eternal, 
spending time in personal recollection with 
our Creator. 

We pray for many reasons. First, we pray 
to give thanks for the blessings the Almighty 
has bestowed upon us. We pray to give 
thanks. We give thanks for our freedom. We 
give thanks for the brave men and women 
who risk their lives to defend it. We give 
thanks for our families who love and support 

us. We give thanks for our plenty. We give 
thanks for our Nation. 

Second, we pray for the strength to follow 
God’s will in our lives and for forgiveness 
when we fail to do so. Through prayer, each 
of us is reminded that we are fallen creatures 
in need of mercy. And in seeking the mercy 
and compassion of a loving God, we grow 
in mercy and compassion ourselves. 

We feel the tug at our souls to reach out 
to the poor, the elderly, the stranger in dis-
tress. And by answering this call to care for 
our brothers and sisters in need, our hearts 
grow larger and we enter into a deeper rela-
tionship with God. 

Third, we pray to acknowledge God’s sov-
ereignty in our lives and our complete de-
pendence on Him. This is probably the 
toughest prayer of all, particularly for those 
of us in politics. In the humility of prayer, 
we recognize the limits of human strength 
and human wisdom. We seek the strength 
and wisdom that comes from above. We ask 
for the grace to align our hearts with His, 
echoing the words of Scripture, ‘‘Not my will, 
but thine be done.’’ We ask the Almighty to 
remain near to us and guide us in all we do, 
and when He is near, we are ready for all 
that may come to us. 

Finally, we pray to offer petitions, because 
our Father in heaven knows our cares and 
our needs. We trust in the promise of a loving 
God: ‘‘Ask and it shall be given to you; seek 
and ye shall find.’’ Inspired by this con-
fidence, we pray that the Almighty will pour 
out His blessings on those we love. We ask 
His healing for those who suffer from illness, 
for those who struggle in life. We ask His 
comfort for the victims of tragedy and that 
the injured may be healed and the fallen may 
find comfort in the arms of their Creator. 
We implore His protection for those who 
protect us here at home and in far away 
lands. We pray for the day when His peace 
will reign in every nation and in every land 
until the ends of the Earth. 

The greatest gift we can offer anyone is 
the gift of our prayers, because our prayers 
have power beyond our imagining. The 
English poet Tennyson wrote, ‘‘More things 
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams 
of.’’ Prayer has the power to change lives and 
to change the course of history. So on this 
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National Day of Prayer, let us seek the Al-
mighty with confidence and trust, because 
our Eternal Father inclines his ear to the 
voice of his children and answers our needs 
with love. 

May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rabbi Michael Siegel, Anshe Emet 
Synagogue, Chicago, IL; Mike Fechner, minister 
of global outreach, Prestonwood Baptist Church, 
Dallas, TX; and Bishop Neavelle A. Coles, Sr., 
Washington, District of Columbia Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God in Christ. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting on 
Immigration Reform 

May 3, 2007 

I want to thank my fellow Americans for 
joining me today to discuss a very important 
issue, and that is immigration. 

In my discussions, I’ve talked to clergy that 
recognize that our country needs a com-
prehensive immigration reform. And part of 
that is to help people learn English. I’ve 
talked to people who’ve worked for corporate 
America—Andy works for Marriott Inter-
national, a corporation that understands that 
it’s very helpful, it’s in their interest to help 
people assimilate. 

I’ve talked to Emilio, who works for the 
Government. He’s the head of the old INS, 
U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services. He 
has the opportunity often to swear in new 
citizens, and he sees the great hope that peo-
ple have. I’ve talked to church workers who 
are reaching out in their communities to help 
people learn the benefits of the language— 
the English language. And thank you for tu-
toring and being kind. 

I’ve talked to people that are raising fami-
lies, that have come from other countries, 
that are now U.S. citizens and understand 
the benefit of what it means to have learned 
English. Francisco said, ‘‘When you learn 
English, doors open up for you.’’ And I ap-
preciate that beautiful sentiment because it’s 
true. 

I strongly support comprehensive immi-
gration reform. One aspect of comprehensive 
immigration reform is to help people assimi-
late into America. And part of that is to have 
a comprehensive strategy to help people 
learn the English language and to learn the 
history and traditions of the United States. 

Comprehensive immigration reform re-
quires us to uphold law and enforce our bor-
ders in a humane way. Comprehensive immi-
gration reform means that we need a tem-
porary-worker program for workers who will 
be coming into our country. It’s a program 
that treats people with respect, a program 
that helps meet the economic needs of our 
country. Comprehensive immigration reform 
means that employers have got to obey the 
law. Comprehensive immigration reform 
means that we’ve got to be humane about 
the nearly 11 or 12 million people who are 
already here. As I said in a speech down in 
Miami, we need to treat these people not 
with amnesty and not with animosity. So it’s 
got to be a rational way forward. 

And I’m looking forward to working with 
both Democrats and Republicans to get a 
comprehensive immigration bill done this 
year. We have a good chance to get it done. 
It’s important for our fellow citizens to un-
derstand, comprehensive immigration re-
form is in the Nation’s interest. And I’ll con-
tinue working with Members of Congress to 
encourage them to do the hard work nec-
essary to make sure a system that is not work-
ing is reformed in a way that meets our na-
tional needs and listens to our national heart. 
After all, America is a land of immigrants. 
Immigration helps renew our soul. It helps 
redefine our spirit in a positive way. 

And I’m so proud to be with you, and I 
thank you for your time. Thank you very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. at the 
Asamblea de Iglesias Cristianas, Centro 
Evangelistico. In his remarks, he referred to Andy 
Chaves, youth programs director and manager of 
workforce effectiveness and diversity, Marriott 
International, Inc.; and Francisco Lara, heavy 
equipment operator, Covanta Energy. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 
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